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| | Numbers 16. 46. 
Goe quickely wnto the Congregation , and make anat 
tonement for theme , for there ts wrath £0ne out from | 


the Lord: the Plague 5 begunne, 
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_ q A Receit to ſtay the pa mk 
aquaint you with the ſcope of the ke. 
A (tbieft as I conceiue fi for tha time 
wherew the band of Go 2 © more eſpectal- 
ly pon Vs, Bu death and dejolati- 
on by thu diſeaſe of the Plague. And as in 
all diſeaſes ſo inthir, ths cauſe being taken 


| away,the Effet ceaſeth, To worke this Cure, 
| the Author hath taken the [ame method,as 


in the View of thu bu inſuewing labour will 


| appeare, The approbation of it when it was 
preached by s Religious and Learned 
Mini{ber, au-intire-frieas. of minc.ou the 
like occaſion that it u now printed, (. on- | 
currins with the couentency of ti time. 


andthe C briſtian like defire, that I a poore | 


me. 


On ——— 
— — 


| 


| 


43: fellow 


% 
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: To the Bader, 


| fellow Miniſter ſuruuing him 1442 to doe 

good, hath Imboldned mes to further the 
| publybing of it,conceiniug that the general 
mortality hoth in (|itty and Country will 
require pardon of this my boldnes re- 
ferring the iſſue to God,and heartily 4ef.- 


of thi Receic. 


By an vaworthy Minifter 
| of the Goſpell .7. Xx. 


ring our mutual! prayers for a good ſuceeſſe | 
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| 
| Nvyats, 16.part of verſe. 45. 
| Goe quickely onto the Congregation,and 
make an attonement for them, for there 
iu Wrath gone out from#be Lord ; the 


| Plague u begtnne. | 


T ought to bee the care 
of a faithfull Steward 
oucr the Houtholde of 
God, that they haue | 
their meat gluen them, 
not oncly + wrz,in their 

wit proportion and mea- 

ſure, but  *«% 1n their 

due time and ſeaſon, L»cke. 12.4.2. which was 

| Saint Pals rule to T;mothy,tharthe food mi. | 
niſtred ro the people of God, ſhould be both | 
ſcaſoned and ſclonable, - pvynt not onely | * 
of Good learning, but of good diſcretion, to 
| hane a word in time for him that & weary, Eſa. 
| A 4 5 0ods | 
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50.4. Which pr: ſe the Miniſter of God 


" » - 


is the true following ofthe A 


that they ſhould be men-pleaſers, or time- 
ſeruers, but to apply themlſelnes to the time, 
in the occurrents and occaſions thereof. In 
due conſideration whereof ,_ being by Gods 
bleſſings enabled againe.to ſpeake,vnto you, 
there could not beea fitter Scripture for you 
to heare, or me to diſcourſe of, then this that 
I haue read. The calamity of rhe times, the 
meaſure of our {innes,the wrath of God, rhe 
ſeuerity of his 'punniſhmenr, all calling ypon 
VS,to Joe quickly to the congregation and make 
an attonement fc. | 

There are two maine finnes int the former 


part of this Chapter that prouoked the wrath 


of the Lord a gainſt his people : the firſt was 
an open rebellion of the faction of Corah,and 
his confederates tn the 1.2.3-verſes,c5c.the ſe- 
cond,a gencrall murmer of all the Cqngrega- 
tion againſt Moſes and Aron,Gods Mngiftrate 
and Gods Miniſtcr, ver. 4.1. The former was 
punniſhed by an example of Iluſtice without 
2n example; they andall rheirs went quicke 
into the graue, verſ.33. The latter came 'vary 
ſuch a prouocation, by their adding tinne vi- 
to finne, thar the Lord threatned to conſume 
the whole Congregationin a moment with a 
fearcfull plagne;verſe. 45. To prevent which, 
and by ſome: meanes to abare at leaſt the 
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edge of Gods fury , Moſes S14esS this ſudden, 
bur fafcſt aduice to Aaron , to takea Cenſer, 


; and to put fire therein from the Altar, and to 


pit on Incence, and thento get him quickly to 
the congrezation , and to make an attonement, 
&c. Sothat, the text. you hane heard, 1s a re- 


medys of a medicine for a fearetull maladic ; 


Philteee- for the Plague. Which firſt, muſt 
bee taken with all tpecd that may bee; for 
the difeaſe'is deſperate, and therefore Srme 
mora, Gee quickly. - Secondly , the place 
where, is in the Congregation. Thirdly, the 
Medicine it ſelfe, ' is z precious: 0ymrment, 
and Playſter of _Atronement. Fourthly, a 
principal: Ar in winiſtring the philicke, is 


the Prieſt, Fiftly the motiue wherefore,, ro 


| 
[4 
| 


' 
' 


appeaſe the wrath of the Lord, gone out 
againſt the people. Laſtly, the meanes wher- 


by that wtath was executed, the Plague was 


berunnes: » | 


' ſes rhe Magiſtrate to 4@r99 the Prieft. Itap. 
| peares euen: in' the very - entrance' of this 


Scripture, -, that contrary to. the principles 


and pofitions of Ieluitilme, Magifttares have 


power to giue Order for the Worlhip: atid 


' Seruice of God ; and that the: Prince of the 


 onely 20 command in Ciaill Aﬀaires, buy in 
Ne: B 


people is Cuſtos virinſque' Tabuls, Dew. 17.18 


| The Booke of the Law- ſhall remaine with 


the King. So that the King hath power not 


marters 
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matters concerning Diuine Religion ; So did | 


Dazid,fo did Salomon,ſo did EJechias,fo did 
Toſ45, and ſo did the King of N:a:ae in a caſe 


| of Gods wrath pronounced againſt the Ci- 


tie, Proclaime a Faſt. Toel. 3.7. Sodid the 
Chriſtian Em in former time. So 


did Moſes heere, as a chiefe Magiſtrate, giue | - 


order for a publicke worke of Religion to be 
done in the publicke Congregation. Againe 
on the other {ide, howſocuer we learne, this 
is2 worke fitting to be done in cafes of ex- 
tremity; yet in that Aaro doth it not, but by 
order firſt preſcribed by Xoſes,it crollerh the 
preſumption of their zeale , and the affeQa. 
tion of fi ity in any priuate man, or a- 
ny particylar Congregation, that ſhall runne 

orea State,and preuent them in their ati- 
ons, that may concerne the common cala- 
mity of a eng” , ora City, for vvhich 
God is to be pacified,and the Land purged in 
general] , when as the Gouernors in their 
places are farre more wiſer then any priuate 


man,to know the danger, and without doubr, 


may be preſumed to be as zealous in the fir. | 


reſt time to apply the remedy. Therefore, 
wharſoeuer euery private man 1s bound to 
doe betwixr himfſelfe and his owne ſoule, be- 
ewixt himſelfe and his owne Family, ( as 
bound he is) by his praycrs and his penitence 
to auert the wrath of God already gone out 
againſt the ſinnes of a Nation : yet I find no 

warrant 
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 tearmes , that ir muſt be done quickly ; Goe 
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vvarrant for any to take vpon them to gather | : 


any Congregartion,to ſandific a publicke Faſt 


or to call ynto mou , before the Magi. | 
ſtrate harh gjuen order 2 ir. Butthar once , 


done, vve finde heere, and thatin expreſſe 


quickly vnto the comgrez4tion,and make an at- | 
tonement for them. Agree with thine aduerſary 
quickly, Mat.5.26. while thou art in the way, 
before thou come unto the Indge. If God once 


be an aduerſary , agree quickly. Iris ſo with 


men, much more ought it to be ſo vvith God , | 


giuc all dilligence to bee reconciled vnto 
God. Mor4 trahit periculum, delay breedes 
danger ; he tha is not fit to day, vvill be leſle 
fir to morrow , and no man knowerh yyhar 
to merrow day ſhall be, if ir be not done 
before the hand ſtrike vs to death. Ir is nor 
then a temporall, but an erernall plague : for 


heereafter there is no hape of helpe. Delay | 


is one of the Deuils moſt A aſſaults, 
vvhereby he gers roo much aduantage of the | 
foules of men, vvhile rhey dally vvith Gods 
iudgements : and therefore Hodte , To day if 
you will heare his voice, harden not your hearts: | 
yeta little whilc is the day with you,the night 
commeth yyhen no man vvorketh, Seeke the 
Lord while hee may bee found , call vpon him 
while hee s neere, Ef4.55.6.Now 15 the accep- 
ted time, now t5 the day of ſalwation, 2.Cor.6. 
:. The time is now ours, vve have right in it, 
B 2 that | 
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| that which is to come, '1S the Lords, to wdge | 


| 


| 


the mil-ſpending of this, Rexe/.10.6. The | 


Angell {weares by him that liueth for cuer- 
moxe.that time thall be no more;thar is, atter 
this time, no more time for repentance , no 
more time for attoncment : theretore doe 


that you ought to doc for your owne good | 


quickly... - 


This day , this hours , this time ,, Now 


there is roome , rhere vill be none hereafter, 
It will bee too late to knocke with the ſilly 
Virgins,when the doore is ſhut, .Goe rgwichl | 
They haue aruls in lauing pollicie for auoy. 
ding of the Plague , i 

words, Cits,, Longe , Tarde : Goc quickly, 
Goc farre enough, Make no haſte to returge. 
I would we would be perfwaded to vic them 
not ia ſaving Pollicic,bur in ſauing Pjcry. 


And firlt to begin with C70, tor that I find 


in the Text a rule preſcribed by the Holy 
Ghoſt, to flic ynto God quickly., not from 
him : for alas whither ſhall a man flie from 


him ; the wings of the morning are too flow, | 


the bortome of the depth is too ſhallow ; the 
fathermoſt part of the carth is too neere ro 
keepe vs from him. 

Secondly, Zonge, for that implyed in the 


attonement, not farre from his Iuſtice, ſecing | 
| it is to ſwift for ys, and will loone ouertake | 


vs whereſocuer ; but farre trom gur ſinnes, 


—_— 


ww. le 


tcenlifts in three | 


| 


that haye called out his Iuſtice , that by our,| 


repen-.j 


| 
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courle of it. 


Laſtly, Tera ; that is not to returne in haſt 
to our {1nncs againe ; for {1nncs returned vnto, 


after dyct that hee gaue vnto the {icke man, 
10h,5.14.The tree that is twiie dead, 1s neere 
vnto curling: No Leper in Scriptures twice 
cleanſed; noi Prodigall is twice recciued ; no 
| loſt Sheepe is twice brought home, no dead 
man.is twife raiſed, no Deuull 15 twile caſt our. 
| The xclaps of fickneſle is dangerous, but rhe 
' relaps of {inne-is more dangerous : Gee quick- 


ſonne againe. 

Goe quickly to the Congregation. That's the 
next circumſtance , the place where : for 
albeit euery man thould endeauour in his fe- 
| cret cloſet to reconcile himlelte vato God, 

and to commune with his owne heart, een in 
his Bed-chamber , as the ?Pſ/a/mi/? aduilerh, 
P/al.4.4.yert where all men are finners, and 
the hand of Gods wrath leemerh to bee ſtrer- 
ched out in generall , without reſpe& of per- 
| ſons , age or degree : Al! men are bound to 
| one and the ſame worke , that with one con- 
ſent, and one a the Lord might bee intrea- 
| ted by the whole Congregation. For howloe- 


| uer the Lord is well pleaſed with every par- | * 


| ticulax mans ſcruice in prauare;yet that which 
' » 3 


repenragce and amendment we may ſtay the\ 


prouoke a woric iudgement - S7xe no more, | 
| leaſt 4 worſe thing come vnto thee , was the | _ 


/ 'y is God, 0c farre from ſinne, amnake n0 haſt fo 


he 


— wr 
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« \} and much more acceptable. There was a 


- | orthree,it is cuident , that he intended nor | 


hee ſhall doe in publicke , is de meliore bono, | 


| Law made forit, Deut.12,5. 1# that place 
| which the Lord your God ſhal chuſe — «ll 
| the Tribes ,to ſet his Name in:1n that hu habi- 
| ration you ſhall ſeeke vnto him. Newher was | 
this a Law Indicicall, or Ceremoniall, that 
| bound the Tewe onely for 4 1:3ve ; but morall 
and perperuall , that binds the Chriſtian for 
eurr : nor was ita Law for the Iewiſh Syna- | 
gogue onely , wherein they taught and offe. 
red yp their Incenſe, Sacrifice, and Oblations ; 
on the Sabbath dayes , bur for the Temple | 
vnder the profeſſion of the Goſpell alſo ; that | 
as God i5to be praiſed in the great - 
| gation ſo he was to be pacified inthe gre 
Congregation. Therefore as the Propher ſai 
well, 1 w:l{ praiſe thee,O Lordygn the great con: NN 
2r-gation , in much people will I gine thankes | * 
wnre thee, Pſal.35.18.50 Aoſes did here ad. 
uiſe as well, that what Aaron did herein, he 
ſhould doe it in the Congregation. 
In the baniſhmenr of the Ifaraclites by the | | 
waters of Babylon, where they farc and wept, 
leralalei vvas yowed to be their chieteſt | 


| toy ; not for any other thing, bur that there | 


they might worſhip the Lord 17 his hoty Tem- | 
| ple, and inthe Congregation of his Seruants. 
| And vvhen Chriſt gaue the promiſe ro two 


' private meetings, ſo much as publicke Cen- 


| gregations 
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gregations in the Church , as appeareth by | 
the connexion of the Text ; \Et ero vobiſcums 
[que 4d confirmationem ſeculi, Mat .28.20.1s 
a promiſe to the Aſſembly in the Church, 
where vvith one mind, and one mouth, God 
may be ſcrued & glorified, Rem. 15.6. vvhich 
| vyas the Apoſtles exhortation , Ephe. 3. 21. 
| That praiſes might be giuen.in the Church 

through leſus Chriſt unto all generations for 
exer. Sothat the firneſle of place hath heere 
in <Moſes diretion a good correſpondence 
vvith the fitneſſe of time, as moſt accepta- 
bleto God, and moſt apt for men to make 
their atronement in. And therein vve fall 
vpon the third Branch , the Medrceme for the 
malady , Goe quickly unto the Congregation, 
and make an attonement for them,gyc. 

The vvhole necd not the Phuſician , fairh 
Chriſt bur the ſicke. Theſe people were ſicke, 
and ficke vnto death , the vvay to cure them, 
vvas to-make an atronement for them ; the 
manner how it vvas to be done, vyas by offe- 
ring vp Incenſe , vvhich albeit, it vvere a cc- 
remoniall ation , yer vvasit alwayes ioyned | 
vvitha religious ate of deuotion in prayer ., 
| and penitence. To vvhich purpoſe the Pro- | - 
pher praycth, Let my prayer be ſet before thee | 
as incenſe,ffal.14y.2. And indced it is a moſt | 
apt reſemblance : for as the vie of Infenſe | 
vas to ſweeten that vvhich vvas vnſauory;e- 
uen {e the vvicked thoughts of our hearts, | 
| and | 


—_ —— 
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andthe vncleane ations of out liveg,, which | © 
Id an vnfauory ſmell inthe noſthrils ofthe | = 
dare ſweetned by no other meahes , bur] ? 
by the Incenſe of our _ : therefore'ro| 
ſhew how rhe one is reſembted by the other, 
iris ſaid, tharwhile the Incenſe was in bur- 
ning, the people were without at theirpray- | 
ers, Luke, 1.19. And in Rewel.$.3. the iweet 
© | odours that were offered inthe golden Cen- 
| ſers, were offered with the Prayers of the 
| Saints. : = 
So that the firſt Ingredience for the At. 
| - = | tonement, Was prayer ; but not prayer a- 
| lone: Foras Hary Magdalene came not to | 
| Chriſt with the Boxe of precions Oyntment 
| ary ng. 0 0s rr Me ſhee brought | 
| withall a forrowfall ' heart and Sq mp 
- | teares for the finne of her Shale. © So to the 
ation of prayer muſt bee 1oyned the worke 
- | - | of penitence : for ſuch was the ' pradtiſe of |, | 
Gods people ener. 1.4m. 7.3. The Arke of 
che Lord being taken by the Phyliſtines, the 
| Prophets exhorts them to repent, and turne | 
| »| vnto God, and hee would deliver them, and | 
| | thereuent prooued the promiſe to bee true. | 
| | Which example , albeit it concerne a caſe of 
| warre, and ſonot improper for our tires, | 
| | yer the praftiſe may ſerue as wall for this of 
| hickneſle. | 
The fame Order did Dante! obſcrue, in 
the Atronement that he made with G O D, 


: Dan. 
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_ | parted from thy precepts, and thy tudgements. 


* | their Penitence, Hoed. 1.14. Wi 


Hand you get nothing , Whats reaſon ? 
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| Dan.9..5.6. Together with their#prayers, 
' there is the acknowledgment of their {innes ; 
' We haue fenned, and bane committed iniquity, 
; and haue done wickedly ; yea, rebelled, and de- 


| And then he ſhewes whercin : For wee would 
| ot obey thy ſeruauts the Prophets, which ſpake 
| 11 thy name,to our Kinzs,t0 our Princes,to our 
| Fathers, and ts all the people of the Land, 
| Wherein he confefſerh that cucry one had 
| taned,accuſing all, excepting none, a Con- 
cy ern of ſinners, and of fin, and therefore | 
all had need of atronement inthe a, 2 
gation ; albeit, no doubt of it , but ſome 
| offended more gricuouſly then other {ome : 
yct a4 were guilsy. Sothe Prophet Toelcal. 
leth all the Inhabitants of as Sr into _ 
Houſe of the Lord,y o offer vp their prayers : 
ade Ee fon which | 
no maruell it is, that there can be no attone- 
| ment, but that God doth ſtill keepe man vn- | x 
der with his heauy hand, 14am.4.2. In another 
calamity, he faith, You fight,and you warre, | 


Becauſc you aske not, thats prime error, the 
firſt defe&. Againe, youaske , and youre. | 
cciue not , why ſo ? becauſe you «ske amiſſe, | 
thats the next defeet; there wants ſomewhar | 
to their prayers, i make vp their 4ttonement. 
| The Propher Z7ech1el in his fourth Chaprer, 
| Pogken plaincly to the poynt , Thet ener the 
C 


| praters 
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| faith God Tere. 15. 1f Moſes and Samuel were 


| prayers of the moſt zodly are not aproued of | 


. | God vnleſſe they for whom they pray ave re- | 


| pert. Although Noah, D aniell, and 70b, theſe | 
three men ſtood vp , yet ſhall they mw ſane 


their owne ſoules in their r1ghtes uſneſſe. So | 


— ——S 


before me,I would not yet regard this people.So 
thar for the Act of atronement,albeir the prat- 
ers of the faithfull are powertull, yet are they | 
not ſo powerfull as to releeue impenitent fin. | * 
ners;therefore did God,Tere.7.borbid the pro- 
phet expreſlely not to pray for the Ifraclites : 
Pray not for this people,neither lift thou vp thy | 
voyce for them. So God reiefted the prayers 
of Samuel for Saul, Vpon which followerk 
this concluſion; That if the penitence of the 
people be not ioyned with the puns of the 
Prieſt, the attonement will not be made; and 
ſo wee muſt conſider of the on of the 
Prieſt, and no otherwiſe. Which is the fourth 
circumſtance obſerned , that although he be 
principall Agent to offer vp the Incenſe of 
prayer for the re ; yet not hee onely for 
them, bur they with him, and for themlelues, 
muſt defire the Lord not to correct in his 
wrath according to their fiancs, bur to re- 
member them according to 1s owne Sroaveſe 
Trucitis, thatthe Commiſhon is deliuered 
here to Aron , but the Congregation 
were to ioyne with him in the execution. 
The Miniſter of God is a principall man =_ 
ec 
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ledand fera part for the execution gf the will | 
of God, the declaration of his word , the due. 
| ion of obedience, and all rel:gioms att ions. 
Bur all the burden of Gods feruice doth not 
lye vpon him ; and therefore the wiſdome of | 
| our Church did well ordaine thar in the ſer- 
vice of God , the Miniſter ſhould nor per- | 
forme all ; But that the people ſhould ioyne 
in the open confeſkion of their ſinnes, and in 
the prayers for remiſſion, or 2t the leaſt, ſay 
mover to cry Ro of Prayer, TT 
prayſe performed in the Congregation ; 
ah FatLang they were welds % Rill the 
chiefe care and dury lyeth vpon the Miniſter, 
| nor muſt hee bee defetiue, whatſocuer the 
people be ; but ſay as good Samwnel fayd, r. 
Sam.12.God forbia that 1 ſhould ſinne again 
the Lord, in ceaſing to pray for yon. And oO 
much in one word may ſuffce for the attone- 
ment,and the perſon. Now followerh the rea- 
| ſon, For there u wrath gone out from the Lord 
the Plazue is begun. 
| - ſuch a caſe as —— firſt and princi- 
ing that is to be ſought out,is ro enquire 
wnhroy Har that being it 0a. The cauſe | 
inthis chaprer as you haue partly heard, was 
an iniury offered vnto the Prieſthood , and 
the preſumption of Corah in vilitying both 
loſes and Aron. | take no pleaſure in apply- 


ing the ſinne by way of compariſon: TI onely 
c 
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pray that the Sacriledge of not 
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| this Plague : We haue heard enough, it any 


the principall finne layd to their charge in 


thing he enough. God giue vnderſtanding 
hearts to apply, and to lay the finger vpon 
the right ſoare.For too ſure we are the wrath 
of the Lord is goxe out. The Indgements of 
God for finne,and againſt ſingers, as yr are 
many in number , and diuers in kind , ſeme- 
times ſecrer, ſometimes open , ſo they are c- 
uer iuſt and vpon good cauſe. Oculta multa, | 
iniuſta nulla,{aith Saint Auguſtine, Yer ma- 
ny,to too many are to ſecke for the true cauſe | 
as well as for the conſideration of the —— 
from whom 7dgement commeth,making ra- 
ther cuery thing then their owne ſinnes ; and 
euery cauſe in the courſe of nature , thenthe | » 
God of Nature,and the cauſe of all cauſes the 
Author of their puniſhment : Whereof ir 
| comes to paſſe, thar men thinke all judgments | 
to be ordinary, and none extraordinary, or to 
be the rodd of Gods Vengeance wherewith 
he punitherh ſinners , and foneuer apply the | 
puniſhment either to themſelues,or their finne 
or Once caſt vp an eye to the Lord that punni- 
fheth : Where as indeed two things are prin- 
Cipally to be conſidered inany Epidemicall 
diſcaſe or publicke mifery. , 
Firſt, the cauſe wherefore, and then the 
| hand that ſairecrh, Wherein the udgement | 
of the World that lookes all ro ſecond cauſes } 


VR ——— 


rather rhen the firſt, and principall, is fo 
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fowty cortupted , that men know not well, 


either where to aske counſell, or how to be. 
hanc themſclues being ſurpriſed with any 
danger, taking ſtil! the wo cauſe for the 


right, and the ſecond for the firſt, Whereas | 


the true cauſe is the: corruption of manners 
that corrupts our bodies , and rottenneſle in 
finne that brings rottenneſſe in the fleſh, Bur 
as the Phyſition for the body hitting vpon 
the right cauſe of the diſeaſe , doth with bet- 
ter iudgement and happier ſuccefle , cure his 


 Patrent. So we, vrhen we ſhall finde the true 


cauſe of Gods wrath , ſhall the betrerknow 
"what to doe in thar affliction, and how to a- 
uoid it , Whercin the firſt thing to be dohe 
Sto looke into the Motiue thar' called out 
wrath,and then vnto the hand that doth exe- 


cute it. For the fijſt , thar finne 15 rhe maine | | 


cauſe of Gods difpleaſure, it nee:!s no farther 


- þſearchthen the guilt of our owne conſcien. 


ces; and thc intquiry of the ttmes beyond 
meaſure finnetull : So that the wrath of God 
is reucaled from Hceauen againſt the v7godly- 
xeſſe, and vnrighteonſnes of men," Rom. 1.18 


Trs not this or that Coniunction of the Pla. 


ners,or the fundry Eccliples of the Sunne and. 
the Moone that wrards fondly immagine ; 
but the Lord of heauen and of heauenly crea- 
tures, of the carth and.all char thereinis, thar 
fo draweth the {word of his wrath, that the 


very ayre , and breath of our lite ſhall be our 


C 3 poyſon 
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| poyſon for the finne of the Soule , and 
where he is not preu-ared, and that quickly 
with an earneſt inuocatiou of his name , and 
| vafained repentance of our finnefull lives, The 
very dreggs of his vrrath will be powred our, 
becauſe men ate ſerled in the lees and dreggs 
of their finnes. Let not men then looke to 
the right hand or the lefr,and like the corrup- | 
ted ſoanes of Adam, conceale their owne 
faults and lay chem vpon others, buc let chem 
eurne their eyes inward , and looke into the | 
blots and ſtaines of their owne vnclearieneſle, 
Search and trie their owne hearts , and th 
thall ſoone finde the cauſe of the breach be- 
tweene God and Man. 

The linne certaine of the firſt man, was the 
firſt breach; and cuer ſince as ſinne hath in- 
creaſed and a bounded, ſo hath God and man 
bene ſeparated and diuided. And howſoc- 
uer inthe aboundance of his mercy he hath 
ſuch a regard of finnefull man, that he is re- 
conculed in the attonement. made in his one- | 
ly Sonne, and mans alone Sauiour : yer ſuch | 
is the condition of his Iuſtice, that a$his mer- 
cy wants not abundant clemency ; fo the 
{ame wants not due ſeuerity : Nor can he en- 
dure the thing that is cuill ; nor can his eyes 
that are pure eyes, behold any thing that is 
vncleane in it {elfe,or by the blood ofthe VN- 
cleanſed , bur ſtill he pnnniſherh with juſtice | 
the {1nnes of the wicked, And though here 


be 
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bee no condemnation 19 them that ate in Chriſt 
Teſs, Roms,8.1. Yet there is correction due 
 toſuchas liue after the fleſh, ond not after the 
ſpirit: And th jy the blood of Cliriſt were 
- an Atronement- ſufficient for all our ſinnes, 
and by his death hee appeaſfeth his Fathers 
wrath, and payd the priſe of our Redempti. 
on: yer that blood of his left no liberty to 
build our finnes ypon his death; for that is | . 

ſucking of the blood of C a x 1 s r to faſt, | 
and turning the grace of God into wanton- 
 neſſe. For though God was reconciled vnto 
' man by his Sonne , yer that reconciliation 
| | neuerreached ſo farre, as to make a peace be- 
: »| tweene God ad ſinne. True it is, that great 
' ſinnes are forgiuen in the Atronement made 
betweene Goed and his Sogne 'in the peni- 
rent : yet doth hee punniſſycuen ſmall ſinnes, | 
' ſtill inthe ſonnes of men thatate impenitenr | 
| and albeit his mercy doth alwaycs flye and | 

| Cry about his Throane , yer it doth not fo | 
| Cry, as that he can heare no other cry againſt | ' 
| Vs. For the cry of our finnes will goe vp as | 
| here ir did , and neuer ſeaſe crying un his eare 
\ for Tuftice till they awake him, as it were our |, 

| of the {leepe of his long ſuffering and patt- 
ence, Abels blood will cry againſt Carne,Gen. | 
> | 4.10. Daxtds finne of Adultery and Murder 
' ] willcall for Iuſtire, 2.84. 12. Geheſies Cor- 
ruption will draw ona Leprolie, 2. X:gs.5. 
| And the very Stone will cry out of the m—_ 
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of Oppreſſion, Hab.2.11. So that howſoeuer 


crying finners : yet to reſtraine our cor 


whereas God doth many times forbeare ma- | 


| with Hell, its high timc to make an A4:rone- 


for our comforr, he hath an care of mercy for 


tion and to keepe vs in awe that we finne nor, 
he hath alſo ancare of Iuſtice for crying ſins ; 


and no euill doth at any time befall yson'r, | . 


it is the punniſhment of ſome finne , and 


ny,and like 1onathans Bow ſhoots ſharr of vs, | 
oron the right hand, or the left, or beyond | 
vs: yet that forbearance is no acquitrance, 
but makes his punniſhment more gricuous 
when it comes. For as it is impoitible bur the 
all-ſecing eye of God ſhould ſee the finnes of 
the Sonnes of men : fo it is umpoſlible that 
ſeeing in the end he ſhould not punniſh, and 
though it be certaine ſure that ox fi coatFus 
percutit, he neuer Rrickes bur when he is vr. 


ke es Meath þ, 


r 


ged, and then Caſt;2at wolentey , as Gregory 
Na71anFene faith. Yet when hee is vrged, | 
and our {innes force him therevnto , he will | 
punniſh with a witneſle, where men then haue 
made a couenant with Death and a league 


ment with God,for if he once beginne, with- 
out that he will ſurely make an; end : And if 
his wrath be kindled, yea but alittle, Bleſſed 
are all they that put there truſt in him, Pſal.2, 


12. Butif a great deale, then woe bee to all | 


thoſe that, provoked him. His indgements | 
arc not terriculamenta nuiricum, Collufions 


» 
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of Nurſes to keepe children in awe ; but con- 
fuſions of men aboundipg in ſinne. If the 
wrath of God faſten ypon vs but in this world 
we ſhall finde it like the Brand in Carxes face, 
that cannot be rnbd our , like a botch ora 


blaine , thatall the Balme in Gz/ead cannot 
cure : for itsa fearefull thing to fall into the 
bandes of the angry God , and it his wrath 
be once gone our, its time to make haſt. For 
:he word of hw wrath in the courſe of the 
Scriptures is never vied but inthe full mea- 
ſure of iniquity , and the full meaſure of his 
Iuſtice ; Fox till the fannes of 1ſrael came vn- 
to prouccation , and hardning of hearts; he 
neuer {ware in his wrath, hat they ſhould not 
enter into hi reſt, Pſal.59. and thelaſt verſe. 
Its the execution of 1ſt:ce in the higheſt de- 
gree,which God himſfelfe teſtifieth, Dex. 32. 
21, They, haue prouoked me to anger with their 
Vanities bus I will mone them: F or fire ts kind. 
led in my wrath, and ſhall burne unto the bot- 
tome of Hell,and ſhall conſume the Earth with 
her increaſe: I will ſend plagues and beftow my 


arrowes y themgthey ſhall be conſumed with 
eſtruction. Ina word,the terrour of 


«bitter 
Gods wrath is ſotertible as no man can cx- 
preſle it, tor who knoweth the power of his 
wrath, —_— 1. Wherey we ſee how 
great a er it is for men, when his wrath 
15 gone out againſt them, Ifay, whenitis 
gone out : For Ia , andthe 


wrath | 
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'one man fhall bee the baine , infeion , and 
death of another : which is not onely the go- | 


\ Wherein howlſocuer naturall men fecke our 


wrath of the Lord, yer fo long as it is ſuſpen- 

ded by the © mniporency of his power, or the 

aboundant grace of his mercy ouerruling his 
Tuſtice, and ſo concealed from vs, or at the | 
leaſt, not gone our againſt vs, the feare and j 
the danger is the leſſe : But if it bee gore ont, | 
then its more thcn time to looke about. Foy if” 
the pillers of heanen, as Tob faith, tremble and! 
quake at his reproofe, 10b. 26.11, What ſhall 
S1nners on earth doe ? Itsa great mercy of 
God that their is a ſuſpention of his Tuffice, | 
for iris his mercy that wee arenor all conſu. | 


| med : Bur if that mercy bee abufed, then the | 
m———_ the Lord is no longer reſtrained, 


bur euen from heauen it felfe , from whence 
commeth the influence of all good bleffings 
tothe ſonnes of men, cuen from thence ſhall 
his wrath be ſent forth:and when men poyſon 
the Ayre with {inne, then God will poyfon 
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men with the Ayre : and the very breath of 


ing out of his wrath, but the execution there. 
of, the laft circumſtance inthe Text. 

The Plague is bezun,and therein we thall doe 
well coenter into conſideration , not ſo much 
of the nature of the Punniſhmenr,as of the ſe- 
cond thing to bee though of in the Indge- 
ments of Which is the hand that ſmaiteth. 


naturall cauſes, as I haue faid; yet hee that 
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ſauours | 


————— <— 


% 


110 GAINS Sn - 


| 


A Receit to [tay the Plague. 


—  ———_— eee ” —— 1 


21 


ſauours of any Religion , cannot bur ſay, D- 
| zitur Det eft this is the hand of God , him- 
; telfe fo witneiding of himlſclfe, Eſay.45 7. 


1 1 am he euen1, which make peace, aud create 


| euill Malampene , he meaneth,the eull of 
' punruſhment, naturall caules, being no caulcs, 
' bur onely meanes which God vieth to cha- 
' tice the {innes of men, hee being the princt- 
; pall and the efficient of all iudgements. The 
Scripture is both plentifull and plaine, ſhew- 
ing indirect words , That as all punzuſhment 
cumes from God, 1o this of the plague eipe- 
| cially, and therefore the Propher praycd, 
' Pſalme.39.11.Take away thy Plague from me; 
for I am caeu conſumed by meanes of thy heauy 
haxd. And King Daud acknowledgeth in 
his choyſe that the punnift; ment of the Peſt:- 


God : So the Scripture colics it, Exod.g.3. 
The Sword of the Lurd, 2.Ch:on.21. Aud rhe 
£rrowes of his wergearce, Iſulme.g1.5.Ful- 
| men «altſ/e, the 1 ur dcerbols of heaucn, and 


« 


| Belam L e: contra Fumines as lome doe call ir 
| ro 03010ary iucgement : 1 he 1ealon, becaufe 
; the firncs (bar call for rare no ordinary fins. 
{ For as the tire here was no ordinary finne ; 
| So if the linnes of our age though they be r00 

ccmmon, are ro common tinnes, but equall, 
| ifnottcapicerd taat ct Cork, and his confe- 


; 


deve; ot which at large in the former part 
i 
[4 


of this Chapter. VVho can thinke that a 
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common death is 2 ſufficient punniſhment, 
| 2nd not rather looke that the earth ſhould o. 


. | pen her mouth and ſwallow vp the offenders 


aliue ; aud they goe downe quicke into the pit, 


being too obdurate, and hard harted to be 
moued with ordinary iudgements. Where- 
vpon the Lord is forced extraordinarily to 
| punniſh , and as it were immediately by his 


bed of ſickneſſe. Rencl.3.12, Tob the cxact pat- 
terne of patience, and mirrour of Affliction, 


| Winde,and ayre,ſterme and tempeſt,the Sa- 
beans, or Saran himlelfe ; and ſaid, Dominus 


- | dedit, Dominus abſtulit. Sothat we muſt 
learne not like beaſts,to looke after the Stone | - 
bur after the right arme that threw it,and not | © 


ſo mucho ſecke to flye the perſons and the 
| places infefted , as their owne ſinnes which 
ſuch an infection followeth. 

For when .men haue done what they can 
doe,cither to preuent it before it come, or to- 
cure it when its come; and the careful prow!!- 
on of the Magiſtrate is approoued good, agd 
euery ſcuerall mans care not without good 
cauſe : yer its the Lord that mult .bleſle the 
meanes of our ſafeguard : and that hee may 
bleſle, ler men ſay what they will, there is no- 
ſuch Phyſicke as Prayer __ Pemttence,there- 
by to make an Atronement betweene God and 
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as in the 35. verſe. This Generation of ours, | 


| our 


owne hands.iFcx it i he that doth caſt into the | > 


looked farther and vnto higher matrer, then, | * 
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Let vs quickly , euery man for himſelfe, and 
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Ta 

out (inns. Fot is God will be knowne in his 
Iuſtice, fo he will ke knowhe in his Mercy ; | 
and hee will heare them that call vpon him 
faithfully. Fer it is the grace of his mercy, 
and the mercy of his grace, that farre excee- 
deth all the grace of Herbes and Drugges, 
all the yertue of Simples and Compounds in 
the World, for the cure of thoſe Soares that 
Sinne doth make. To the obtaining whereof, 


all, one for another flye vnto-:the Lord of 
mercy, by the feruenr Deuotion of our pray- 
ers ; Let vs defire the Lord 'to turne our | 
hearts vnto him,thar he may turne his Plague | 
from vs ; That vnto our Prayers Wee may | 


2 - ” 
itoyne our Penitence , and wih our Penztence, \ 


the amendment of our hucs, that wee may | 
thereby enter intoa {ſewjous Meditation of our 


and of his wrath that doth punnith our ſinnes, | 
acknowleging, and that feelingly , that the | 
things that we ſuffer, are moſt tuſtly due to ' 
he fnas that we haue committed : ſeeing ; 
hee that ſuffers moſt, cannot ſuffer ſo much as | 
he doth delerue. 

In one word , let vs defire the Lord of all | 
mercy, to be mercifull vnto vs, - and to giue 
vs grace to ſtay the courle of our ſinning,that 
he may withall ſtay the hand of his punniſh- 
inz; That albeit he haue begunne , yet that 
he would goc no farther, bur ſay itis enough. \ 
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owne f11ines ,, that haue prouoked his JFra#h, |. 
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That among all the blefling and fauours be-_ 


ſtowedWpon this Church , vpen our moſt 
Noble King , vpon his right worthy Coun- 
{ellors, the whole State and his people , hee 
ſuffer not the meaſure of his Iuſtice,to exceed 


not confeſſe 


and 


the meaſure of his mercy , leaſt we bee con- 
ſumed in his wrath, and brought to nothing ' 
in his heauy diſpleaſure. Spare vs good Lok | 
ſpare vs we beſecch thee, For the grave can. 


thee, the dead cannot praiſe thee, 


but the liuing, yea the lining ſhall zlorifie thy 

name inthe muliitude of thy mercies : as we | 

doe this day, yealding vnto thy ploriow | 
Maicfty, all power, praiſe, glory, 


0 
c{giuing, the ref (9 
this day and for euer- 
more, Amen. 
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